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History Curriculum Map 2026-2027
Holy Trinity CE Primary School is striving to be a fully inclusive school that serves our local community. Through the love of Jesus Christ, we are preparing our children to be future caring, responsible citizens in a diverse society. Our children will be given every opportunity to grow spiritually, academically, socially and to achieve their full potential within a safe, happy Christian school family.
Vision Statement: ‘Life in all its fullness’ (John 10 V 10)


	Substantive Concepts (First Order Concepts):


	Childhood:
How have 'childhood' experiences and children's ways of life differed over time?
	Migration:
Why have people travelled to new places or countries?
	Civilisation:
What similarities and differences have we noted between different civilisations?

	Justice/ Equality:
How and why have people fought for justice and equality in the past?
	Local History:
What can we celebrate about our local area (past and present)?

	Abstract substantive concepts (e.g. Justice and Equality) are encountered regularly within our history curriculum.  Pupils secure a schema (a collection of knowledge) for each concept, so they are then better prepared to learn new material.  For example, children studying Mary Seacole, in Year 2, will make connections to Ella Fitzgerald's fight for equality previously studied in Year 1.  These topics will then prepare children for future learning, such as the flight to abolish the Transatlantic Slave Trade in Year 6.  A central question accompanies the pupils on their journey through each concept to promote retention, understanding and communication of knowledge, e.g. Justice/ Equality: How and why have people fought for justice and equality in the past?

	Disciplinary Concepts (Second order concepts):
	Change and Continuity
How historians construct arguments about the nature, pace, and extent of change in the past

	Sources and Evidence
How historians use sources as evidence to answer a question
	Historical Significance
How historians and others attribute significance to past events or people, deeming them worthy of study or attention
	Historical Interpretations
How historians construct their accounts of the past, including how and why these differ
	Similarity and Difference
How historians construct arguments about the extent of similarity and difference between places, people and groups in the past
	Causes and Consequences
How historians construct arguments about the causes and consequences of events

	Disciplinary knowledge is knowledge of how historians study the past and construct claims and accounts. For example, a historian might write a causation argument making claims about the causes of the Great Fire of London. Historical knowledge (substantive) and knowledge of how historians work (disciplinary) support each other.  For this reason, in our units, we connect substantive and disciplinary knowledge to create enquiry questions, e.g. What features of London, a long time ago, might have helped cause the Great Fire of London? (Substantive – Civilisation/ London a long time ago.  Disciplinary – Causes)

	British Values:
Individual liberty: 
The freedom of individuals to make their own choices.
	British Values:
Mutual Respect: 
Valuing and respecting others, regardless of their background.
	British Values:
Democracy: 
The importance of a democratic system of governance.
	British Values:
The Rule of Law: 
Adherence to laws that apply equally to all individuals.
	British Values:
Tolerance and Acceptance:
Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs: Acceptance and understanding of diverse perspectives and cultures. 

	During their time at Holy Trinity Church of England Primary School, children will learn about these 5 British values within the history curriculum from EYFS to Year 6. British values are woven into our history curriculum in a child-friendly appropriate way.

	Christian Values linked to History
	Faith
	Family
	Friendship
	Love
	Thankfulness
	Service

	
	Hope
	Justice
	Creativity
	Courage
	Respect
	

	EYFS
	ELG: Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society

Substantive (First Order concept): Childhood
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Significance
Christian Values: Family, Love
EYFS:
Family History
Who is special to me?

Who has improved my childhood?
Who has been a good example to me?

Suggested texts: Love Makes a Family by Sophie Beer
	EYFS Key Learning:
Observe- show an interest in significant events and experiences in the lives of others, including friends and family members, and through books.

Individual liberty: 
The freedom of individuals to make their own choices.
(The right to choose where we live)

Substantive (First Order concept): Migration
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Causes 
EYFS:
Our home town-
How long have I lived here?
Why do people we know move to Burnley? 

Suggested texts: ‘Welcome’ by Barroux and ‘Coming to England’ by Floella Benjamin 
	EYFS Key Learning
Research- find out about places. Ask questions, using different sources to find the answers (including books)

Substantive (First Order concept): Civilisation
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Sources and Evidence 
EYFS:
Our home town-
What are the key features of our civilisation?
 
Suggested text: Our House by Emma Rogers and Paul Rogers
	EYFS Key Learning
Observe- show an interest in significant events and experiences in the lives of others, including friends and family members, and through books. 

The Rule of Law: 
Adherence to laws that apply equally to all individuals.
(The police help to keep us safe and make things fair)

Substantive (First Order concept): Justice & Equality
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Significance 
Christian Values:  Justice
EYFS:
People who help us e.g. Police and Mrs Whitaker. 
Who helps keep things fair and just for us?

e.g. rain/sunshine
Lancashire Archives- log book

	EYFS Key Learning
Describe- features of objects at different times, making comparisons. Talk about similarities and differences. 

Substantive (First Order concept): Local History
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Similarities and Difference
EYFS:
Brilliant Burnley- The History of our School – How has our school changed over time?

Know some similarities and differences between things now and in the past, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 


	Year 1
	NC: changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life
Substantive (First Order concept): Childhood
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Similarities and Difference
Christian Values: Family, love
Toys- Changes within living memory
How are the toys you play with similar/ different to toys your parents and grandparents play with?
Suggested text: The Toymaker by Waddell Martin Waddell and Terry Milne (Walker Books, 1993) or Too Many Toys by Heidi Deedman 
*Staff toy museum
	
	
	NC: The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 
Mutual Respect: 
Valuing and respecting others, regardless of their background. (Everyone is special sand equal)
Substantive (First Order concept): Childhood
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Significance
Christian Values: Justice, Respect 
Black History: Ella Fitzgerald 
How did Ella help people who were less fortunate than herself (to give back, children’s charities, fighting to end racial segregation)?

Suggested text: Little People, Big Dreams- Ella Fitzgerald 



	NC: significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
Individual liberty: 
The freedom of individuals to make their own choices. (Priest holes: The right to choose your own faith)
Substantive (First Order concept): Local History
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Change and Continuity
Christian Values: Family, Faith, Courage
Towneley Hall- Life then and now
How has Towneley Hall changed over the last 120 years?
Towneley.org.uk 
Suggested text: The Mice of Towneley Hall

	Year 2
	
	
	NC: Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
Substantive (First Order concept): Civilisation
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Causes
The Great Fire of London
What features of London, a long time ago, might have helped cause the Great Fire of London?
Suggested text: A City in Flames by Ann Turnbull 
	NC: the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods 
Mutual Respect: 
Valuing and respecting others, regardless of their background. (Caring for everyone who needs medical care.  Treating everyone equally.)
Substantive (First Order concept): Justice & Equality
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Significance
Christian Values: Service, Justice
Florence Nightingale and 2
Mary Seacole-
How/Why did Florence Nightingale improve health care during the Crimean War?
Suggested texts: Don’t Say No to Flo by Stuart Ross and Sue Shields 



	NC: significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
Substantive (First Order concept): Local History
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Consequence
Christian Values: Service, Courage, Friendship
WW1: Alfred Victor-Smith
What were the consequences of Alfred Victor-Smith’s heroic actions? 
Suggested text: Flo of the Somme by Hilary Robinson

	Year 3
	NC: Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age Examples (non-statutory) 
Substantive (First Order concept): Childhood
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Sources and Evidence
z2Stone Age to Iron Age
What do ancient sources reveal about life in the Stone Age?
BBC Teach
Suggested text: Song Hunter by Sally Prue
	
	NC: the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of Ancient Egypt.
Substantive (First Order concept): Civilisation
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Similarities and Differences
Ancient Civilisations
Overview: What can we learn about Ancient Sumner, Shang Dynasty and the Indus Valley from a tomb or monument?
Substantive (First Order concept): Civilisation
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Evidence
Ancient Civilisations
Depth Study of Ancient Egypt: What does Tutankhamun's tomb reveal about ancient Egyptian royal burials?
LPDS Resources


	
	NC: a local history study 
Substantive (First Order concept): Local History
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Consequence
Christian Values: Thankfulness
History of Scott Park 
How has Scott Park improved the lives of people in Burnley?
Visitors: Friends of Scott Park

	Year 4
	
	NC: the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain Examples (non-statutory) This could include: 
Individual liberty: 
The freedom of individuals to make their own choices.
(The right to protect your way of life and those in your community).

Substantive (First Order concept): Migration
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Consequence
Christian Values: Courage, Justice
Romans- Boudica
What effects did the Roman Invasion have on Boudica and the Iceni tribe?
What were the consequences of Boudica’s resistance to the Romans?
*Visit from Lancashire Outreach
Suggested text: Land of the God by Sally Prue or Revolt Against the Romans by Tony Bradman






-------------------------------- NC: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
Substantive (First Order concept): Migration
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Sources and Evidence
Christian Values: Courage, Service 
Anglo Saxons & Scots
What can we learn about the Anglo Saxons from the discoveries at Sutton Hoo? 
*Visit from Lancashire Outreach- Meredith 
*Thinkinghistory.co.uk 
Suggested text: Anglo-Saxon Boy by Tony Bradman






	
	NC: a local history study 
Substantive (First Order concept): Justice & Equality
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Sources and Evidence
Christian Values: Justice
Burnley Town Hall (cells)
What role did Burnley Town Hall play in local justice?
*Visit Burnley Town Hall
	

	Year 5
	
	
	NC: Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 
Democracy: 
The importance of a democratic system of governance.
(As a democracy, we have been influenced by the early democracy of Athens)

Substantive (First Order concept): Civilisation
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Similarities and Difference 
Christian Values: Service and Courage
Ancient Greece
How did leadership differ between city states in Ancient Greece?
*(Athens, Spartas)
Suggested text: Beast Keeper 1: (Beasts of Olympus) by Lucy Coats. 
	NC: a local history study 
Substantive (First Order concept): Justice & Equality
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Historical Interpretations
Christian Values: Justice
Pendle Witches
Who were the Pendle Witches and was their trial just? 
Suggested text: ‘’The Somerset Tsunami’ by Emma Carroll/ The Malkin Child by Livi Michael











----------------------------------- NC: a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066
The Rule of Law: 
Adherence to laws that apply equally to all individuals.
(All British Citizens, including children. need to follow the laws of our country.  Sacred texts, including the Bible, also contain rules and laws to follow, e.g., The Ten Commandments).

Substantive (First Order concept): Justice & Equality
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Change and Continuity 
Christian Values: Justice
Crime and Punishment in Lancashire
How and why have punishments in Lancashire changed over time?  
*Crime and Punishment Docs from LPDS.  Suggested texts: Email Lancashire Archives and ask for the ‘mug shot’ book linked to poverty in Victorian Times.
	

	Year 6
	
	NC: the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor Examples (non-statutory) This could include: 
Tolerance and Acceptance:
Acceptance and understanding of diverse perspectives and cultures. 
(It's important to respect the people from the past including their culture and way of life).

Substantive (First Order concept): Migration
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Historical Interpretations
Christian Values: Creativity, Respect
Harald Hardrada within Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
Is it fair to call all Vikings ‘brutal invaders?’/ Is it fair to describe all Vikings as brutal invaders?
Suggested texts: Shield Maiden by Stuart Hill or Riddle of the Runes by Janina Ramirez
	NC: A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.
Tolerance and Acceptance:
Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs: Acceptance and understanding of diverse perspectives and cultures. 
(All cultures can learn from each other.  We should celebrate the achievements of and learn from other cultures).

Substantive (First Order concept): Civilisation
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Significance
Christian Values: Respect
Islamic Civilisations
What did Baghdad ever do for us?
Suggested texts: The Golden Horsemen of Baghad by Saviour Pirotta.
	NC: A local history study
Individual liberty:
The freedom of individuals to make their own choices.
(Everyone should be free to make their own choices and not be enslaved by another).

Substantive (First Order concept): Justice & Equality
Disciplinary (Second Order) Concept: Sources and Evidence
Christian Values: Hope
The Transatlantic Slave Trade (and its links with Lancashire and the surrounding area)
Why (and how) did people fight to abolish the Transatlantic Slave Trade?
Suggested texts and resources: 
LPDS/ archives
Journey Back to Freedom: The Olaudah Equiano Story: by Catherine Johnson
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