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Geography Curriculum Map 2026-2027
Holy Trinity CE Primary School is striving to be a fully inclusive school that serves our local community. Through the love of Jesus Christ, we are preparing our children to be future caring, responsible citizens in a diverse society. Our children will be given every opportunity to grow spiritually, academically, socially and to achieve their full potential within a safe, happy Christian school family.
Vision Statement
‘Life in all its fullness’  John 10 V 10

	Substantive knowledge 
(Organisational concepts)
-Scale
-Interpretation
-Diversity
-Time
-Interconnection 

Geography is organised around key connected
ideas.  Time highlights change, continuity and dynamism. Scale enables understanding from local to global levels, revealing interconnected power relationships.  Diversity underpins comparisons of people, places and cultures, and Interconnection links all geographic phenomena. Interpretation recognises that geography is shaped by multiple perspectives, values and narratives, including those formed through digital and cultural influences.




	Place

E.g. how has this place changed over time? 

Place is underpinned by the more specific ideas of character, identity, home, community, landscape, sense of place and diversity, all exemplified in the context of a range of different places of different types, sizes and locations.  
	Space 

Space considers location, patterns and relationships,
	Environment

Environment explores interactions between human and physical systems across scales.
	Earth Systems 

Earth systems examine physical and biological processes shaping landscapes;
	Sustainability 

Sustainability means using resources carefully so people and the environment are protected now and in the future.


	Disciplinary Knowledge
(the way Geographers think) 

This includes Enquiry 
Fieldwork
 Communication & Mapping Geographical Skills Application of Knowledge  
	Enquiry 
(such as causes and effect)

Asking geographical questions and using evidence to investigate places, patterns and processes (such as the cause and effect)
	Fieldwork 

Collecting information about places through first‑hand observation, surveys, measurements and visits.
	Communication & Mapping

Sharing geographical understanding using maps, diagrams, vocabulary, graphs and digital tools.

	Geographical Skills

The skills used by geographers, such as using maps, atlases, data, globes and fieldwork techniques.

	Application of Knowledge  

Using geographical knowledge and skills to explain places, make connections and solve real‑world problems.

(Also the assessment question)






	
	Autumn 2-
Changes and Challenges
	Spring 2-
Brilliant Burnley
	Summer 1-
Gallant Growth

	
EYFS
	 
No Geography taught. 
	School Grounds including Fieldwork around School

Qu: Where is our school and what is it like?

Weather including Seasonal Changes-
(Cross-curricula with science)


Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Flood.
By Alvaro F Villa
(Sustainability)

Substantive: Place/Environment
Disciplinary Fieldwork/ Geographical Skills

	Seasides near and far

Qu: How are seasides different? 

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Can we really help the dolphins? 
By Katie Daynes or
The Odd Fish 
By Naomi Jones and James Jones


Substantive: Environment/ Diversity
Disciplinary: Enquiry 


	
Year 1
	Small Area Study- Burnley


Qu: What Burnley is like? 

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Love the Earth 
By Frances Stickley and Tim Hopgood. 

Substantive: Place
Disciplinary: Communication & Mapping/ Fieldwork
	Fieldwork around School


Qu: What is your favourite place in the school grounds? Does it change throughout the school year?

Weather including Seasonal Changes-
(Cross-curricula with science) 

Qu: Can we measure the weather?

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: The Last Tree by Ingrid Chabbert or Somebody Crunched Colin by Sarah Roberts and Hannah Lewin.

Substantive: Environment/ Place
Disciplinary: Communication & Mapping/ 
Fieldwork/ Geographical Skills

	Locational Study

Qu: What is the United Kingdom?


Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: 
Love Our Earth 
By Jane Cabrera.


Substantive: Place/ Space
Disciplinary: Communication & Mapping


	
Year 2
	Alice Springs and
 the 7 continents and 5 oceans

Qu: Why do oceans matter?

Alice Springs- same size as Burnley in a desert biome. 
Burnley mill town and now it’s shopping town- 

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: A Planet Full of Plastic.
By Neal Layton 

Substantive: (Place/ Diversity)
Disciplinary: Enquiry/ Geographical Skills
	Improving the Sustainability of Our School

Qu: How can we improve the school grounds?

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Our Wild Garden 
by Daniel Seton and Pieter Fannes

Substantive: Sustainability
Disciplinary: Fieldwork and Enquiry
	What is it like to live in the hot and cold areas of the World? 

Qu: What is it like to live on the Equator?
Is it the hottest place? (Death Valley)
North and South Poles? 

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Can we really help the Polar Bears? by Katie Daynes

Substantive: Environment
Disciplinary: Enquiry

	
Year 3
	Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Tsunamis


Qu: What is the impact of volcanoes and earthquakes on human settlement?


Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: The Tale of the Whale 
By Karen Swann

Substantive: Earth Systems/Interpretation 
Disciplinary: Enquiry

	Fieldwork – Scott Park- trails and maps
including litter pollution and 
sustainability 

Qu: How does pollution harm the land and water? 

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Ten Things I Can Do to Help My World Paperback. 
By  Melanie Walsh

Substantive: Sustainability
Disciplinary: Communication & Mapping

	Place study-
Northwest- Lake District including Lakes, Mountains and Hills 

Qu: How does the Lake District benefit from tourism?  

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Let’s Save Our Planet. Forests. 
By Jess French

Substantive: Place/Interpretation
Disciplinary: Application of knowledge /Enquiry/Geographical Skills


	
Year 4
	Biomes, vegetation belts and climate zones 
(including lines of latitude and longitude)

Qu: How do different physical geography features affect the earth?

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Planting Peace. The Story of Wangari. 
By Gwendolyn Hocks and Maryaux Carpentier 

Substantive: Environment
Disciplinary: Application of knowledge/ Enquiry
	Europe – Île-de-France
 Burnley’s Twin Town
Vitry-Sur-Seine

Qu: What are the similarities and differences between the Lake District and Île-de-France

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: The Robber Racoon 
By Lou Kuenzler and Julia Woolf.

Substantive: Place /Diversity
Disciplinary: Application of knowledge/ Communication & Mapping

	Water cycles, Rivers including a River study at Outdoor Elements 

Qu: How might climate change affect the water cycle and rainfall patterns in the future?

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: What on Earth? Water. Explore, Create and Investigate! By Isabel Thomas or Swimming Against the Storm 
By Jess Butterworth. 

Substantive: Earth Systems
Disciplinary: Fieldwork/ Enquiry/ Communication & Mapping


	
Year 5
	South America and the Amazon Basin 
(Recap Sao Paulo the mega-city)


Qu: What are the cause and effect of deforestation? 

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Mother Earth is Weeping 
By Claire Donald

Substantive: Place/ Environment/ Time
Disciplinary: Enquiry

	Land-use patterns of UK and the World (including settlement)
Fieldwork – Pendle Hill 

Qu: Why does population change?

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change:  The Oak Tree 
By Julia Donaldson and Victoria Sandoy 

Substantive: Place/ Time/Scale 
Disciplinary: Fieldwork/ Communication & Mapping

	North America- minerals there and worldwide
including Time Zones

Qu: How is the distribution of minerals in the UK different to North America?

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Future Hopes. Hopeful stories in a time of climate change 
By Lauren James. 

Substantive: Space/ Interconnection
Disciplinary: Enquiry/ Application of knowledge


	Year 6
	How does the UK trade industry link to the rest of the world?

Qu: What do we import and export and why?
What is a sustainable trade? 
(links with Fairtrade) 

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Putting the Planet First. Eco-cities.
By Nancy Dickmann

Substantive: Space/ Scale
Disciplinary: Enquiry

	UK Locational Unit


Qu: Why do people visit Burnley town centre? / 
Why don’t people want to visit Burnley?  


Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change:  Greta and the Giants 
By Zoe Tucke.

Substantive: Place
Disciplinary: Fieldwork
	Distribution to energy both in the UK and Worldwide including Climate Change

Qu: What evidence have we got that the climate is changing? 

Text to support the teaching of sustainability and climate change: Habitat Destruction. Climate Change


Substantive: Space/Scale/ Sustainability
Disciplinary: Application of knowledge/ Enquiry
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